OFFICIAL   AND   COURT   LIFE
So it was that Evelyn came up by river or by road
from Deptford, strolled in to Whitehall, chatted with
all the men of the moment, was beckoned to or sent
for by the King,, who proceeded to "discourse" with
him. What talks they had! The King, himself a
collector, had a number of treasures such as minia-
tures, enamels, medallions, old maps, curious models
as well as pictures, and Evelyn used to inspect them
and show them to others. In their many con-
versations mostly in Whitehall, but sometimes at
Windsor, they touched on an extraordinary variety
of subjects in each of which Charles was genuinely
interested, as he had some knowledge both of
science and art. He speaks to Evelyn on shipping, "in
which he was exceedingly skilful33; he discusses bees;
he thanks Evelyn for Sylva, and has a long discourse
about trees. They talk together not only of painting
and graving and astronomy, but of "glass granados,"
and of a new varnish for ships instead of pitch.
Evelyn held forth one day on perpetual motion, and
he describes an intimate scene where he holds a
candle while "Mr. Cooper the rare limner was
crayoning of the King's face and head" for the new
coinage. He "declares his thoughts'5 to the King on
the project for a hospital at Greenwich, and the King
calls him in to "his bedchamber while he was
dressing5' to discuss points about the Dutch prisoners.
Sometimes, he dines with the King and has "a great
deal of discourse," and the King notices his various
books and talks over the subjects with him*
In  1661,  the year following the Restoration,
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